
 

Dear Community Partner, 
 
For nearly five decades, the Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence has been a trusted 
source of safety, advocacy, and healing for survivors of domestic violence, sexual 
assault, human trafficking, and homicide throughout Mississippi’s lower six counties. 
What began as a modest, grassroots response—a crisis hotline and volunteer-led safe 
house—has grown into the state’s oldest and largest comprehensive victim services 
agency. 
 
Since our founding in 1977, the Center has provided shelter and holistic support to 
more than 25,500 adults and children escaping abuse, while continually expanding 
our programs to respond to the evolving needs of the communities we serve. Along 
the way, we have helped shape victim services across Mississippi by advancing court-
recognized batterers’ intervention programs, supporting the development of Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) protocols, and delivering statewide training for clergy, 
medical professionals, and law enforcement. 
 
Today, the Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence remains committed to innovation 
grounded in compassion. We are moving forward with the development of 
Mississippi’s first Family Justice Center, designed to offer coordinated, one-stop 
services that reduce barriers to help and minimize retraumatization for victims of 
violence. In addition, our Waypoint Forensic Clinic continues to lead the way as the 
first in the state to utilize the CortexFlo Camera—trauma-informed technology that 
enhances forensic documentation in sexual assault and strangulation cases while 
prioritizing survivor dignity and strengthening the pursuit of justice. 
 
This progress is only possible because of committed community partners like you. We 
invite you to stand with survivors as a corporate sponsor—investing in safety, 
accountability, and healing while helping to build a stronger, more compassionate 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. With your partnership, we can continue to be a reliable source 
of hope and transformation for thousands of individuals and families each year. 
 
Thank you for considering this opportunity to make a meaningful and lasting impact. 
We would be honored to work alongside you. 
 
 
 
René Davis 
Communications Director 
rdavis@gccfn.org     (228) 207-2375 
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ETHO Tax Credit Donation

Did you know that 
there's a great way 
to financially 
support survivors 
of interpersonal 
violence, without it 
costing you one 
extra penny?

Mississippians now have a powerful way to support survivors and 
strengthen their communities—all while receiving a 
dollar-for-dollar state tax credit. Through the Eligible Transitional 
Home Organization (ETHO) Tax Credit Program, you or your 
business can make donations to our Center and use that gift to 
offset up to 50% of your Mississippi tax liability!

You’re already paying for your taxes, right? Now up to HALF of that payment can be directed to our 
program as a donation, and it counts just as if you’d paid it to the State. You’re able to keep more of your 
tax dollars local and see the direct impact of your contribution! community.

It’s a tax-smart investment in your community.
Every dollar donated through ETHO reduces your MS state tax liability by the same amount.
This credit can be used to offset up to 50% of your Mississippi state income tax liability and can be 
carried forward for five years!

Only donations made to qualified organizations like Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence, approved 
through the Mississippi Department of Revenue, can be used for this tax credit. ETHO-approved 
charities provide temporary housing to homeless persons aged 25 and under, homeless families, or 
pregnant women, and assist them in moving to permanent housing.

BONUS: Your business can apply your ETHO donations to GCCFN toward a Corporate 
Sponsorship, and receive all the recognition and benefits of being a sponsor!

Your support helps us provide:
Safe housing and emergency shelter
Counseling and advocacy services
Transitional support for survivors rebuilding their lives
Prevention and outreach programs across the Gulf Coast

You can get started by following the steps on the back of this page.  If you’d like help beginning the 
process or want promotional materials for your business, we’re happy to assist!

IT’S A WIN-WIN!
You meet your tax obligations and make a measurable impact right here at home. 
Your support ensures that survivors and families have the stability they deserve.



Decide your contribution amount, and which tax you’d like to apply your credit to. You can 
apply ETHO credit to:

Visit the Mississippi Department of Revenue Taxpayer Access Point (TAP) online portal at 
tap.dor.ms.gov.
Select the “Apply for a Charitable Contribution Credit” link under the “Apply Online” section.
Select “ETHO” as the type of charitable contribution credit.
Fill out your business taxpayer information.
Select Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence, contribution date and amount.
Submit the application; you should receive your confirmation number right away by email.

MDOR will send a letter confirming your approved credit allocation, usually within 30 days. 
You must make your donation within 60 days of the letter date (or by December 31st, 
whichever comes first) to retain your allocation.

Return to the MDOR TAP Portal at tap.dor.ms.gov.
Click “Upload Requested Documentation” under the “Upload Documents” section.
Upload the letter we sent you (as a PDF, JPG, or PNG file).
Save your upload confirmation number for your records.

Submit your donation to GCCFN, either online at gccfn.org or by check payable to Gulf Coast 
Center for Nonviolence sent to P. O. Box 333, Biloxi, MS 39533. Please write “ETHO” in the 
memo or notes section. We will send you an official receipt letter on our letterhead showing 
the donation amount and date.

Claim the ETHO credit on your Mississippi tax return for the approved year. Non-corporate 
entities applying for credit toward ad valorem tax will receive a schedule from MDOR to 
provide to their County Tax Collector. Any unused credit may be carried forward for up to five 
consecutive years.

Within about 30 days of submitting your donation letter, MDOR will send you a final approval 
letter confirming receipt and the status of your credit. Keep this document for your tax records.

MAKING YOUR ETHO DONATION

 Income Tax (50% of tax liability)
 Insurance Premium Tax (50% of tax liability)
 Insurance Premium Retaliatory Tax (50% of tax liability)
 Ad Valorem Tax (50% of real property tax liability)
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our VIsion:  
a place where everyone is 
free from violence

Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence is committed to fostering 
a secure, nurturing, and empowering atmosphere for 
individuals and families impacted by interpersonal 
violence and trauma. We deliver holistic, compassionate, 
and coordinated trauma-informed services that facilitate 
healing, advocate for justice, and build resilience within our 
community.
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At the Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence, our work is grounded in a simple 
but powerful belief: every person deserves to live free from violence, 
fear, and control. This past year has been one of resilience, growth, and 
deepened commitment to that belief.

Across our service area, survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault 
continue to face complex and often overwhelming challenges. In response, 
our team has worked tirelessly to ensure that safety, advocacy, and hope 
remain accessible to those who need it most. Through crisis intervention, 
emergency shelter, legal advocacy, counseling, prevention education, and 
community partnerships, we have supported individuals and families as 
they rebuild their lives with dignity and strength.

This year also underscored the importance of collaboration. We 
strengthened partnerships with local organizations, legal advocates, 
healthcare providers, and law enforcement to create a more coordinated 
and survivor-centered response. These relationships allow us to meet 
survivors where they are and address not only immediate safety needs, but 
long-term stability and healing.

None of this work would be possible without the dedication of our staff, the 
compassion of our volunteers, the trust of survivors, and the generosity of 
our supporters. I am continually inspired by the courage of those we serve 
and the commitment of those who stand beside them.

As we look ahead, the Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence remains focused 
on expanding access to services, advancing prevention efforts, and 
advocating for systems that prioritize survivor safety and justice. Together, 
we are building a stronger, safer Gulf Coast—one where violence is not 
tolerated and healing is always possible.

Thank you for being part of this vital work.

Stacey Riley
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Emergency Shelter - locations
Individual & group counseling
Housing assistance
Case management
Safe Haven pet program
Information and referral

Waypoint Forensic Clinic
24-hour crisis response
Counseling
Case management
SA Nurse Examiner (SANE) Training
SA Response Teams (SART)

Emergency shelter
Transitional housing
Counseling
Case management
Advocacy
Information/referral

Counseling
Case management
Court accompaniment
Support groups
Remembrance Events
Victim Compensation assistance
Information/referral

Court advocacy
Northcutt Legal Clinic
Protection orders
Coordinated Community Response
Domestic Violence Intervention 
     Program (DVIP) for abusers

Counseling
Case management
Therapeutic preschool
Childcare
Parenting classes

Prevention education sessions
Preschool - college curricula
Specialized professional trainings
Conferences/webinars

Internships
Concert usher volunteers
Youth Advisory Board
Ambassadors
Life skills volunteers
Children’s program volunteers

SUPPORT
Supporting our clients through 
cohesive leadership and strong 
community backing

EDUCATION 
Impacting our community 
through increased knowledge 
and awareness of interpersonal 
violence

RESPECT 
Committing to equity, basic 
human rights, and 
nonjudgmental, compassionate 
treatment for all

VISION
Aiming for a world free from 
violence

INCLUSION 
Promoting the belief that 
violence against any individual 
or group is wrong

COLLABORATION 
Believing effective 
communication, cooperation, 
and teamwork fosters 
community change and 
improves the quality of our work 
and outcomes of those we serve

EMPOWERMENT 
Building a framework 
supportive of claiming voice, 
strength, and resiliency

services
SERVICE is the core value 
that directs our program.  
We offer comprehensive, 
trauma-informed services 
and supports to victims 
within the southern six 
counties of Mississippi. All 
services for victims are 
confidential and 
completely free of charge.
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Mississippi’s First
Family Justice Center

Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence is proud to become Mississippi’s 
first Family Justice Center, a milestone that strengthens how our 

community supports survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, 
human trafficking, and other forms of interpersonal violence. As a 

Family Justice Center, we bring multiple critical services together in 
one safe, coordinated location—allowing survivors to access 

advocacy, legal assistance, law enforcement support, counseling, and 
other resources in a single place. This collaborative model reduces 

barriers, minimizes the need for survivors to repeat their stories, and 
helps ensure individuals and families receive the comprehensive 

support they need to heal, rebuild, and move forward.
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3,706
 Clients served

3,195 ADULTS
511 CHILDREN

2025 at a glance

LGBTQIA+
Immigrants/Refugees
Individuals with Disabilities
Veterans
People Experiencing Homelessness

57
53
279
77
144

SERVICES PROVIDED

3,062 
638 

9 

Female
Male
Other

3,066
338 

38 
4

142 
31 

235 

Domestic Violence
Sexual Assault
Stalking
Teen Dating Violence
Human Trafficking
Survivors of Homicide
Other
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After years of marriage, raising children, and welcoming 
grandchildren, my husband and I eventually grew apart and 
made the decision to divorce. I took time to heal, reflect, and 
rebuild my life.  When I finally felt ready to open my heart again, I 
met someone who first became my friend through a dating app. He 
lived in Mississippi, and I lived in Indiana. We traveled back and forth to 
see each other, and eventually we got married. It was the day he chose. 

Looking back now, I ignored many red flags. He was controlling in very smooth ways. I had never 
been with someone who had that kind of charm before, and we had many things in common. But 
soon after the marriage began, problems started.  He did not want me to work. One day, after an 
argument, he asked me to leave the house—even though I had given up my home and left my 
family to be with him.  I went to Adrienne's House and stayed for three days. During that time, I 
thought deeply about my life and my choices. Eventually, I went back, hoping things would change.  
But the only thing that truly changed. . .was me.

I was slowly losing myself. I was giving up my dreams. I felt lonely and emotionally stressed. 
Everything revolved around him. Still, I kept praying, reading my Bible, and trusting God.  Later, I 
discovered that during our entire relationship, he had continued relationships with other women. 

I thought he was going to take me to Alabama to see the Christmas lights. Instead, he took me to 
sign divorce papers.  That moment was shocking and painful. The ride home was tense. He became 
angry and violent because I was asking questions and speaking up for myself. This was only seven 
months into the marriage.  The following day, he told me I had to leave again. So I called the Gulf 
Coast Center for Nonviolence and was accepted to stay. That decision became one of the best 
decisions I could have made.

During that time, I focused on my health, my weight, and my goals. I surrounded myself with 
positive people and continued going to church.  Everything began working together for my good. 
While at the shelter, I spoke with a Case Manager about housing, and things started moving in my 
favor.  While there, I also received my divorce papers. For a moment, I had a pity party; but through 
counseling and prayer, God helped me regroup and move forward.

Then one special day came. I received the message that I was approved for the Center’s housing 
program.  I remember sitting with a Case Manager as she explained the program to me. I felt 
overwhelmed. I had never experienced anything like this before. I thought to myself, I’m better than 
this. I wanted to scream. I had given up so much for that marriage, and now I was homeless.  I found 
the right apartment even though there were some concerns at first. I was able to move in and start 
working on my goals.  Then I enrolled in school at the Adult Learning Center in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, to get my GED. I also started working with United Way for Jackson County. On June 6, 
2025, at the age of 60 years old, I received my diploma.

Eventually, I returned to Indiana; now I am enrolled in college and preparing to study Social Work 
with a focus on Addiction and Recovery.  My goal is to open transitional homes for women, helping 
them rebuild their lives just like God helped rebuild mine.

I want to thank God first, my family, the Gulf Coast Center for Nonviolence, the Adult Learning 
Center, SPMDD, Restoration and Revival Center, and United Way for taking me in during one of the 
most difficult times in my life.  Today, I pray for every shelter and every staff member who helps 
women trying to start over. Because sometimes the place you never thought you would be. . .is the 
very place where God begins your restoration.

impact
My name is Earlonda, and I describe myself as “easy 
like Sunday morning.” I am a woman who loves 
God, people, and family. 
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making a difference
together

Real change takes all of us working together. Thanks to the 
dedication of our volunteers, the generosity of our donors, 
the leadership of our Board of Directors, the commitment 
of our staff, and the collaboration of our community 
partners, we are making meaningful progress toward a safer 
community—one where violence is prevented, survivors are 
supported, and hope continues to grow.
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highlights

WAYPOINT
FORENSIC CLINIC

L-R:  Angela Wolfe was awarded the Jane Philo Award of Excellence; A special guest showed up to help raise 
SA awareness at our first "Hop Into Awareness" Egg Hunt; We were honored to win first place in the IP Casino 
Trees of Hope contest

The MS Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team was brought to fruition as it was signed by Governor Reeves.  
This team will review DV homicides, suspicious deaths or suicides to identify strengths or weaknesses in 
programs serving DV victims and make recommendations to the legislature for future policy changes.

L-R:  Our Waypoint Forensic Clinic was born, providing on-site forensic 
exams and support to survivors; our clinic and human trafficking staff took 
part in the AG's Operation Guardian Force, helping to facilitate the arrest of 
72 traffickers and recovery of 29 victims 
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2025 board of directors
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volunteers
A LARGE PART OF OUR 
SUCCESS COMES 
FROM THE 
DEDICATION OF 
OUR INCREDIBLE 
VOLUNTEERS AND 
THE GENEROUS 
SUPPORT OF OUR 
COMMUNITY. THEIR 
COMMITMENT MAKES 
OUR WORK POSSIBLE, 
AND WE ARE DEEPLY 
GRATEFUL FOR THE ROLE 
THEY PLAY IN HELPING US SERVE 
OTHERS.

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 

Top left:  Katrina Currie with Beautify the Meek 
shares makeup and self-care with our shelter 
clients;  Right: Carl and Dorothy Nehlig bring the 
magic of Santa & Mrs. Claus to the children in our 
shelter each year.

Above:  GCCFN Volunteer Ambassadors; Below:  
Youth Advisory Board members; Left top:  Our 
faithful IP usher volunteers;  Left middle L-R: 
Board member Lori Massey; Zeta Phi Beta sorority; 
Left bottom: Edgewater Rotary Club 

BENNIE WILLIAMS
2025 VOLUNTEER 

OF THE YEAR
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WE RAN, WALKED, ROLLED, AND ROCKED OUR 12TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING 
5K RACE FOR ADRIENNE’S HOUSE!

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR  GENEROUS 2025 ROCK THE CAUSE SPONSORS:
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$141,584 
RAISED

IT WAS A STRANGE AND 
UNUSUAL EVENING AT 
OUR 15TH ANNUAL 
MOONLIGHT 
MASQUERADE 
FUNDRAISING GALA - A 
NIGHT OF FOOD, FUN, 
AND MUSIC!

THANKS TO OUR 
DONORS, VOLUNTEERS, 
AND ESPECIALLY OUR 
AMAZING 2025 
SPONSORS:

DIAMOND
Scarlet Pearl Casino Resort
IP Casino Resort Spa

RUBY
Keesler Federal Credit Union
Dave Philo
WLOX-TV
Harrison Co. Board of Supervisors
Granny’s Alliance Holdings

EMERALD
Ingalls Shipbuilding

SAPPHIRE
White Pillars 
Island View Casino Resort

AMETHYST
Fletcher & Co.
Memorial Health System
Angela Wolfe
Southern Hospitality Supply
Gulfport Behavioral Health
Walmart #969 Gulfport
Singing River Health Foundation
Keesler Spouses Club
Mississippi Power Company

TOPAZ
Gulf Coast Woman Magazine
Cornerstone Group
YaYa’s
Cathead Distilleries
Community Bank
Pine Belt Dermatology
Grand View Security
Custom Cakes by Jennifer Noble
Mississippi Beach Cruisers
Finkelberg Investments
McVadon Custom Builders
MS Power Community Connection 
Belk of Gautier
Walmart #1346 Ocean Springs
MS Power Community Connect
Renasant Bank
Rhonda Reid
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special thanks
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE GENEROSITY OF OUR VOLUNTEERS, DONORS, AND 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS WHOSE SUPPORT MAKES OUR WORK POSSIBLE. 
WE EXTEND SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO THESE INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES WHO 

CONTRIBUTED $500 OR MORE IN FINANCIAL SUPPORT DURING 2025:
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Federal Funding:
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Grant
Family Violence Prevention & Services Act Grant
VAWA Sexual Assault Services Program
VAWA STOP Violence Against Women Grant
Rape Prevention & Education Program Grant
Emergency Solutions Grant
Community Development Block Grant
Emergency Food & Shelter Program
HUD Continuum of Care Grant
OVC Expanding Access to Sexual Assault Forensic Examinations
OVW Rural Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, 
and Stalking Program
OVW Justice for Families Grant
OVC Transitional Housing for Human Trafficking Survivors
Mental Health Block Grant

State Funding:
Domestic Violence Shelter Grant
MS Human Trafficking Fund
MS Victim Services Fund

GCCFN is Supported in Part By:
Office of Violence Against Women (OVW)
Office for Victims of Crime (OVC)
US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Mississippi Department of Health
Mississippi Department of Mental Health
Mississippi Home Corporation
MS Office Against Interpersonal Violence (OAIV)
Biloxi Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
MGM Foundation
Mississippi Bar Foundation
United Way of South Mississippi
United Way for Jackson, George, and Greene Counties
Combined Federal Campaign Donations
IP Casino Resort Spa
Island View Casino Resort
Interest on Lawyers' Trust Accounts Grant
Renasant Bank Human Trafficking Grant
MS Coalition Against Domestic Violence Allstate Grant
Domestic Violence Intervention Program Income
Caring individuals and businesses on the Gulf Coast 

62%
19% 
4% 
6%
6% 
3% 

 

Federal
State
Local
Foundation
Fundraiser/Donation
Other

OPERATING BUDGET:  $4,934,874
94% Programs & Services              6% Administrative                0% Fundraising

Funding
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GULF COAST CENTER FOR NONVIOLENCE
PORTER AVENUE WALK-IN CENTER
213 Porter Avenue, Biloxi, MS 39530
Phone: 228-207-6553

JANE’S HOUSE
(HARRISON COUNTY SHELTER)
P. O. Box 333, Biloxi, MS 39533
Crisis Line: 800-800-1396
Phone: 228-436-3809

ADRIENNE’S HOUSE
(JACKSON COUNTY SHELTER)
P. O. Box 1263, Pascagoula, MS 39568
Crisis Line: 228-762-8267
Phone: 228-205-4502

FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER
NORTHCUTT LEGAL CLINIC
WAYPOINT FORENSIC CLINIC
47 Maples Drive, Gulfport, MS 39507
Phone: 228-864-7144

HANCOCK COUNTY OFFICE
P. O. Box 333, Biloxi, MS 39533
Phone: 228-252-1999

JACKSON COUNTY OFFICE
P. O. Box 1263, Pascagoula, MS 39568
Phone: 228-436-3809




